
USCIS CLARIFIES CRITERIA TO 
EXPEDITE FBI NAME CHECK  
 
WASHINGTON – U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is no longer routinely 
requesting the FBI to expedite a name check when the only reason for the request is that a 
mandamus (or other federal court petition) is filed in the case.  
 
USCIS may continue to request an expedited FBI name check if the case meets one of the other 
approved criteria, including:  
 

1. Military deployment,  
 
2. Age-out cases not covered under the Child Status Protection Act, and applications affected 

by sunset provisions such as diversity visas,  
 
3. Significant and compelling reasons, such as critical medical conditions, and  
 
4. Loss of social security benefits or other subsistence at the discretion of the USCIS District 

Director.  
 


