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About This Report

The national conversation about immigration, both before and after the June 2007 defeat of the proposed
immigration reform legislation in Congress, has become a deeply polarizing issue in American politics and
public life.

While there are valid and sincere arguments on both sides of the issue, the debate has also been framed,
at times, by vitriolic anti-immigrant — and particularly anti-Hispanic — rhetoric and propaganda. Purveyors
of this extremist rhetoric use stereotypes and outright bigotry to target immigrants and hold them
responsible for numerous societal ills.

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), which previously has documented how extremist groups like the Ku
Klux Klan and neo-Nazis have exploited the immigration issue to advance their own agenda, has become
increasingly concerned about the virulent anti-immigrant and anti-Hispanic rhetoric employed by a handful
of groups that have positioned themselves as legitimate, mainstream advocates against illegal
immigration in America.

Unlike the Ku Klux Klan and neo-Nazis, who make no attempt to hide their racism and bigotry, these anti-
immigrant groups often use more subtle language to demonize immigrants and foreigners. They are
frequently quoted in the media, have been called to testify before Congress, and often hold meetings with
lawmakers and other public figures. However, under the guise of warning people about the impact of
illegal immigration, these anti-immigrant groups often invoke the same dehumanizing, racist stereotypes
as hate groups.

A closer look at the public record reveals that some of these supposedly mainstream organizations have
disturbing links to, or relationships with, extremists in the anti-immigration movement. Often identified in
the media or their mission statements as “anti-illegal immigration advocacy groups,” they attempt to
distort the debate over immigration by fomenting fear and spreading unfounded propaganda through the
use of several key tactics:

= Describing immigrants as “third world invaders,” who come to America to destroy our heritage,
“colonize” the country and attack our “way of life.” This charge is used against Hispanics, Asians
and other people of color.

= Using terminology that describes immigrants as part of “hordes” that “swarm” over the border.
This dehumanizing language has become common.

= Portraying immigrants as carriers of diseases like leprosy, tuberculosis, Chagas disease (a
potentially fatal parasitic disease), dengue fever, polio, malaria.

= Depicting immigrants as criminals, murderers, rapists, terrorists, and a danger to children and
families.

= Propagating conspiracy theories about an alleged secret “reconquista” plot by Mexican
immigrants to create a “greater Mexico” by seizing seven states in the American Southwest that
once belonged to Mexico.

This anti-immigrant propaganda and rhetoric, once the domain of hate groups, is now part of the lexicon
used by anti-immigration advocacy organizations, politicians and media figures considered mainstream.

In this report, part of a series of reports on immigration and extremism, ADL exposes those individuals

and groups who are playing a key a role in mainstreaming extremist rhetoric in the immigration debate in
various aspects of American life.
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Group Highlighted in Report

The Dustin Inman Society — Georgia

Donald Arthur (D.A.) King is the founder and leader of the Marietta, Georgia-based Dustin Inman Society
(DIS), a group that focuses entirely on opposing immigration of Hispanics to the United States (Dustin
Inman was a 16-year-old boy who was killed when an alleged undocumented immigrant crashed into the
back of the Inman car in 2000). King has described the United States as a country “being invaded and
colonized,” and its “way of life” destroyed with the “Hispandering” of his state, which he has taken to
calling “Georgiafornia.”

King routinely makes derogatory statements about Mexican _
immigrants, equating them to criminals. In a July 2004 article, | &
he wrote, “We have become sadly acquainted with the
absolute and brazen disregard for the law that comes from
the third world horde that is allowed to swarm over our
border with Mexico...It is clear that when the mostly Mexican
mob illegally ‘migrates’ into our nation, it brings with it the
culture of lawlessness and chaos that is responsible for the
very conditions that they flee in the rapidly deteriorating 3i. T ) :
example of Democracy without the rule of law that is : - —
Mexico.” Commenting on Hispanic immigrants in a May
2004 article, King asked, “Must the United States silently
suffer the incursion of one million people a year because
they are brown?”

.4, King speaks at the April 2007 Dustin Inman
Society rally during "Hold Their Feet to the Fire”
Drawing on the vocabulary of anti-government extremist in Washington, C.C.

groups, King claims that there are designs by “the Globalist

elite” to form a “new America” that would eliminate American sovereignty to create a “New World Order.”
In a June 2006 article on VDare, a Website that publishes racist, anti-Semitic, and anti-immigrant articles
authored by extremists, he described the ABC network’s airing of an award show hosted by the National
Council of La Raza, a Hispanic advocacy group, as “Reconquista TV,” referring to the conspiracy theory
that Mexicans are allegedly plotting to conquer the Southwestern United States.

King also maintained a blog on VDare, which also posted many of his articles. In one blog entry, he
discussed his experience at a March for Dignity, comprised of, in King’s words, “mostly Hispanic
demonstrators.” He wrote, “I got the sense that | had left the country of my birth and been transported to
some Mexican village, completely taken over by an angry, barely restrained mob....My first act on a safe
return home was to take a shower.”

In September 2006, he attempted to distance himself from VDare. The Dustin Inman Society Website
states, “D.A. King demanded that [VDare] remove his name from the VDARE Editorial Collective.”
However, King also requested the VDare “archive his writings along with other past authors.”

Despite King’'s numerous other inflammatory statements, the national media and elected officials have
provided King with a mainstream platform. He has toned down his rhetoric in mainstream television and
print media and his statements and articles now reach millions of Americans. In May 2007, Anderson
Cooper interviewed King on CNN Today, introducing him as a “columnist” and “activist.” Twelve
mainstream newspapers have printed King's articles, most notably The Washington Times, which
neutrally describes the Dustin Inman Society as “a Georgia-based coalition of citizens with the goal of
educating the public on the consequences of illegal immigration.” King's pieces, mostly discussing
immigration, are also featured regularly in Georgia in The Marietta Daily Journal.

On the political front, in August 2006, King served as a withess at a Gainesville, Georgia, field hearing of
the House of Representatives Education and the Workforce Subcommittee. As participants entered the
building, Dustin Inman Society members greeted them. Though King softened his language during his
testimony, he had secured a permit for his group to demonstrate. One person held up a sign saying “Stop
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